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Little Owl – Mentorship 

 

Introduction 

With this level, once a month you will be able to email images of one piece of your work for review and individual 
written feedback will be returned.  Tips on 'where to next?' will also be included.  There will also be the opportunity 
for you to submit follow up questions once you have received the review via email. 

 

Your questions answered 

What media can I work in?  Watercolour, graphite pencil, pen and ink 

Can I choose my own subject matter?  Yes completely, as long as it is a natural object.  This can include a wide range 
of subject matter, but will also include geological subjects too, such as fossils and stones.  Traditional still life 
compositions are not appropriate.  Illustrated subjects can be portrayed as single objects or be part of a composition 
with multiple subjects. 

How do I send my work to you for evaluation?  Digital images taken with a good quality phone camera or standard 
camera, sent attached to an email.  The files need to be JPEGS and make sure that they are of a suitable size to view 
on a desktop PC screen.  Some devices reduce image files, such as tablets, when images are attached to an email, this 
then means that I cannot always see the detail in the artwork you have produced. 

Often a couple of images of the subjects, and 3-4 of your artwork (in progress & finished if appropriate) – the latter 
including one of it overall, with the option of including additional images taken closer to your artwork if needed. 

For further tips on photographing your artwork, see the information sheet at the end of this PDF document. 

When do I send my artwork to you for evaluation?  Anytime within the month.  Only one submission per month is 
permitted, so you can choose for it to be work in progress if you are working on a piece over several months, or it 
can be a new piece of work each month. 

How and when do I receive the evaluation from you?  Your artwork will be returned to you as a PDF document via 
email.  It will include a detailed written evaluation supported by images of suggested amendments and exercises.  
The feedback will always be constructive and supportive, but remember it is about guiding your skills to develop 
your artwork further.  Tips on ‘Where to next’ will be included at the end of the evaluation and will guide you in 
completing further work on a piece, or otherwise suggesting appropriate subject matter for you to focus on specific 
techniques if required.  All of this can be discussed on a month by month basis. 

Evaluations will be returned within 7 working days from your submission date (this does not include weekends). 

You will also have the opportunity to submit follow up questions once you have received your feedback. 



Tips for photographing artwork for
evaluation

It can be challenging photographing work for assignments. So I thought that I would
put together a few tips to help you along the way. Scanning can be less effective,
particularly for line drawings and those that are quite pale in tone. This is due to the

light of the scanner being so bright that it obliterates any detail.

* The next option is photographing your work. This works well in most cases, even
with a smart phone camera.

*Try not to photograph your work with a tablet and attach it direct to an email. Often a
tablet will reduce the size of the image and it is then not a good quality or size to

evaluate from.

*When you photograph your work try to do it in good daylight

*Do not edit your images

*Photograph it from directly above, but not holding your camera immediately over the
work. 10-12 inches or approx 30cms above the work is good.

*If you need to use additional lighting light from above too.

*When taking a photo of your subjects try to take the image from the position you
were viewing them in for drawing.

*If your line drawing looks too pale in the photo, do not be tempted to then draw back
over it in a darker pencil or pen. This can spoil your initial drawing and detail and

neatness of line can be lost.

*If a line drawing is too pale, often I can darken it with my computer software, enough
for evaluation.

The examples on the following page show howwell the images work for evaluation,
for the benefit of all those involved. The last one shows what I often do when first

receiving images of subjects and artwork - seeing both the subject and drawing side by
side helps immensely.
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The example above shows how the image of the subjects has been taken from above to
match the drawing. This helps me to see the subjects as you would when completing

the work.

The same applies to these two
examples on the left. The top one
shows how the subjects have been
drawn from a specific angle and the
same applies to the subject image.

Providing good images of your
subjects and artwork means that I
will be able to provide a thorough
and constructive evaluation that will
help your further in your learning.

If images are too small in size to view
on a PC desktop screen, you may be

asked to re-submit them
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